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SUBJECT: MAY DAY RALLY POORLY ORGANIZED AND COLORLESS 

1 . TRADITIONAL MAY DAY LABOR RALLY WAS THIS YEAR POORLY 
ORGANIZED, POORLY ATTENDED AND COLORLESS. ACCORDING CENTRAL 
ORGANIZATION OF TRADE UNION (COTU) SOURCES, SECGEN JUMA 

BOY HAD BEEN OUT OF COUNTRY THROUGH MUCH OF APRIL AND IN 
HIS ABSENCE NOTHING WAS DONE TO ORGANIZE EVENT. INVITATIONS 
TO PARTICIPATE WERE NEVER RECEIVED BY MINISTER OF LABOR 
NYAMWEYA AND BY MAJOR UNIONS NOT AFFILIATED WITH COTU, WITH 
RESULT THAT NEITHER LABOR MINISTRY NOR THESE UNIONS TOOK 
PART. 

2. CROWDS AT RALLY WERE SPARCE LEADING NAIROBI PROVINCIAL 
COMMISSIONER AND A CITY COUNCILLOR TO CHASTISE WORKERS FOR 
LACK OF ENTHUSIAM. 

3. SPEECHES GIVEN BY JUMA BOY AND COTU CHAIRMAN OMIDO WERE 
LACKLUSTER. CONTRARY TO LAST YEAR WHEN LABOR LEADERS MADE 
HARD-HITTING ATTACKS ON GOVERNMENT WAGE POLICY AND DEMANDED 
INCREASE IN MINIMUM WAGE, SPEECHES THIS TIME WERE 
RELATIVELY SUBDUED. OMIDO CHARACTERIZED EXISTING 

WAGE GUIDELINES AS PROTECTING EMPLOYERS BUT EMPHASIS WAS 
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ON NEED TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE HOUSING FOR WORKERS. JUMA 
BOY SAID A WAY SHOULD BE FOUND TO COMPEL EMPLOYERS TO 
PROVIDE HOUSES FOR THEIR WORKERS, BUT HE MADE NO 
SPECIFIC PROPOSALS AS TO HOW THIS SHOULD BE DONE. 

4. COMMENT: MAY DAY RALLY, WHILE NOT IN ITSELF SIGNI- 

CANT, IS FURTHER INDICATION THAT KENYAN LABOR IS IN DOLDRUMS. 
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WHILE MINISTER OF LABOR UNDERSTANDS COTU'S ADMINISTRATIVE 
BUNGLING AND IS NOT OFFENDED BY FAILURE TO BE 
INVITED TO RALLY SAME IS NOT TRUE FOR MINISTER OF FINANCE 
KIBAKI. JUMA BOY TOLD RALLY THAT KIBAKI HAD BEEN INVITED 
TO BE GUEST SPEAKER, BUT HAD NOT TURNED UP. KIBAKI TOOK 
OPPORTUNITY OF PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE MAY 2 ON DIFFERENT 
SUBJECT TO SHARPLY DENY THAT HE HAD ACCEPTED TO BE GUEST 
SPEAKER. HE THREATENED TO SUE JUMA BOY FOR DEFAMATION 
OF CHARACTER. WHAT WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY GRATUITOUS 
DISTORTION OF FACTS BY JUMA BOY, INTENDED AS CROWD 
PLEASER, MAY TURN OUT TO COMPLICATE HIS RELATIONS WITH 
KIBAKI. WHO IS ONE OF MOST POWERFUL MEN IN KENYA. 

LE MELEE 
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